
September 2018 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
 I am very excited that your child has chosen to participate in the beginning string program.  This 
letter will provide you with information about expectations for the year. 
 

 The program begins with ‘The Basics’ of how to hold and play the instrument. During this point much 
attention is placed on technique and sound production. Once students have mastered ‘The Basics’, then 
we will proceed to learn a variety of short tunes in preparation for our first concert.  

 

 In order to establish the correct posture and bow hold; instruction is broken down into small steps.  The 
bow and left hand are learned and practiced separately at first.  Your child will be instructed not to place 
the bow on the string until approximately the fourth lesson. 

 

 Just a reminder that cellos and basses are not allowed on the school busses. 
 

 Individual group lesson times rotate within the school day.  Students will be shown how to follow the 
printed schedule during the first few lessons.  Lesson schedules will be available shortly. 

 

 In addition to weekly lessons, there will be a group class given on Thursday & Friday mornings at 
7:45AM.  Your child will attend one of these once or twice a month. These classes will begin in a few 
weeks. A group class schedule is included in this packet. When dropping your child off for morning 
group class, please use the inner bus circle and try to drop off as close to 7:45 AM as possible. 
Students will need to enter the main office doors (not the cafeteria doors) by pressing the buzzer and 
the door will unlock. We want to avoid a situation where a student is dropped off too early (before 7:40 
AM) and no one is in the office to open the door and the student becomes accidentally locked out. 

 

 Students will receive a practice slip at each lesson.  This slip is to help him/her keep track of what they 
are to practice.  Each time they practice, they should check off that item on the slip.  The evening prior 
to their lesson, parents should review the slip and sign it indicating that the practicing checked off is 
accurate.   

 

 Song Stickers can be earned for each song in the repertoire when students are able to play them with 
little or no hesitation, good tone, pitch and posture.  All songs should be reviewed on a regular basis 
even after stickers are earned.  Some pieces the students learn at the beginning of the year will be 
performed again at the June concert. 

 

 For the first weeks of lessons, students should aim for about 10-15 minutes of practice EVERY DAY!  
Daily practice is crucial!  Playing a stringed instrument is a very physical process requiring consistent 
practice and frequent repetition. 

 

 Parents are encouraged to assist students in their practicing and check to see if the students look and 
sound like the demonstration on the video.  Students should practice with the video only as far as 
assigned in class. 

 

 Our concerts are on Tuesday, February 12th & Wednesday, June 19th at 7:00PM. Both concerts will 
be in the Eagle Hill auditorium. 

 

 Much more information is available on the Enders Road Strings website at 
www.endersroadstrings.weebly.com 

 

 If you have any questions or concerns throughout the year, please contact me at school.  Thank you for 
your support! 

 
Sincerely, 
Dylan Lawless 
Enders Road Beginning Strings 


